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In a ceremony that included everything
from robust Welsh hymns to colorful dance,
thunderous applause and pageantry, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev.
Rowan Douglas Williams, was enthroned
Feb. 27 following ancient custom in
Canterbury Cathedral, the Mother Church
of the Anglican Communion. The dean of
Canterbury, the Very Rev. Robert Willis, led
the Archbishop by the hand to his chair.
Handing the Archbishop the Pastoral Staff,
the Dean said:

“I give you this Pastoral Staff, a symbol
of your investment with the Spiritualities of
the See of Canterbury.”

The bishop of Dover then gave this bless-
ing:

“May Christ the Good Shepherd so
uphold and sustain you that you may lead
with courage and guide with love those
committed to your charge.”

Archbishop Rowan took his seat as the
104th Archbishop, in succession to St
Augustine. The ceremony was attended by
many representatives of other churches and
other faiths, including the Rt. Rev. Herbert
Thompson Jr., bishop of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio. 

In place of the sounding of fanfares, the
response to the act of enthronement was the
dancing accompanying the singing, “Amen.
Siakudumisa.” The Archbishop took the cor-
poral oath on the Canterbury Gospels book.

During the exchange of the peace,
Archbishop Rowan was joined by his wife,
Jane, in greeting dozens of people seated in
the area behind the high altar.
Approximately 600 people from the
Church in Wales made the journey to
Canterbury to see their own Archbishop
take on this new role for the worldwide
church.

The day also marked the Feast of George
Herbert, priest and poet, and the choir of St
Woolo's Cathedral sang a setting of “Come
my way” to music by John Sanders. One of

Archbishop William's own poems was used
during the Pennillion, in a setting for
Soprano and Harp.

The renowned choir of men and boys of
the Cathedral sang the church's great hymn
of praise, “Te Deum Laudamus,” to a set-
ting by Benjamin Britten. The Archbishop
left St Augustine's throne as the congrega-
tion sang.

Members of the government were pres-
ent as was His Royal Highness, the Prince
of Wales. Security was tight, and there has
been a significant police presence in the
precincts of the Cathedral in recent weeks.

Williams legally became the Archbishop
of Canterbury at the Confirmation of
Election ceremony in St Paul's Cathedral
Dec. 2, 2002. The enthronement service
was his formal reception and a celebration
of the start of his new ministry.

The Diocese of Southern Ohio will have
two copies of the enthronement services in
its library. To order your own copy, go to:
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/forms
/videoorder.cfm 

Cost is $25 and includes shipping.

Excerpts from 
the Archbishop’s 
enthronement sermon

“Today is a time to reflect with you all
about the character of the ministry that I'm
taking on; but as I try to do this, I find it's
not possible to think how I can minister the
living bread of Christ unless I first seek to
become clearer about what I long to see in
the Church in which I shall be ministering.
After all, it is God in the midst of God's
people who will enable me to minister - not
any program or manifesto, not any ava-
lanche of projections. So the most signifi-
cant question I can ask myself in your pres-
ence about the work ahead is ‘What do I
pray for in the Church of the future?’

Confidence; courage; an imagination set
on fire by the vision of God the Holy
Trinity; thankfulness. The Church of the
future, I believe, will do both its prophetic
and its pastoral work effectively only if it is
concerned first with gratitude and joy;
orthodoxy flows from this, not the other
way around, and we don't solve our deepest
problems just by better discipline but by
better discipleship, a fuller entry into the
intimate joy of Jesus's life. When we have
become more honest about our hunger and
our loss, we shall have a fuller awareness of
what that joy is; and as that joy matures, we
shall have a fuller sense of the depth of our
need. And so it goes on, the spiral of dis-
covery, moving deeper into the radiant mys-
tery of Christ.”

To see the full text of Archbishop
Williams’ sermon, see the WebBonus link
at  www.episcopal-dso.org.

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

The most literal English translation
of the Bible surely must be The
Concordant Version. You can find sam-
ples of it at www.concordant.org. But I
think most people will find it too liter-
al for them, so literal that it does not
read smoothly and is somewhat hard to
understand.

The next most literal translation is
perhaps the American Standard Version
(ASV) of 1901. The New American
Standard Bible (NT 1963, whole Bible
1973) was intended to be an update of
the ASV and was the Bible of choice
for fundamentalist Protestants not wed-
ded to the King James Version of 1611.
That was until the New International
Version (NIV) took its place as the

“conservative” alternative to the “liber-
al” Revised Standard Version (1946,
1952) and its update, the New Revised
Standard Version (1989). The RSV is
generally a word-for-word translation,
and the NRSV is basically the RSV
with attempts at gender neutrality.

I recommend three other translations
on the word-for-word end of the spec-
trum. The first is the New Jerusalem
Bible (1985). It has the most extensive
notes of any English Bible, more cross
references and is much more literal
than the original 1966 Jerusalem Bible.
It is the best study Bible in my opinion,
and because of all its notes and other
aids, it is the one I would take with me
to lead a Bible study – if I could only

have one trans-
lation. I also
recommend the
new Jewish
t r a n s l a t i o n
called Tanakh
(1985), now
available in a
beautiful edi-
tion with
Hebrew and
English in par-
allel columns.
The third still is
in the process
of publication

and distribution. The Schocken Bible,
translated by Everett Fox,  tries very
hard to reproduce the “rhythms,
nuances and stylistic devices” of the
original Hebrew and therefore is quite
literal and at the same time, very

understandable (quite an accomplish-
ment!). It also renders names in their
Hebrew forms instead of the traditional
English forms.  Thus Moses is Moshe,
Abraham is Avraham, Isaac is Yitzhak
and Jacob is Yaakov.  Personally, I love
this translation!

I suggest comparing how different
translations render the same passage
and see what speaks to you. That is,
after all, what the Bible is supposed to
be: the Book through which God
speaks to the hearts and minds of the
faithful.

The Rev. William G. Gartig holds a doc-
torate in Bible. He will answer your ques-
tions about the Bible, Episcopal life and
other religious subjects. Send questions
to 2146 Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati,
OH 45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episco-

pal-dso.zzn.com.

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

What translation of the Bible is the most literal
and accurate and the least interpretive? 
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Archbishop Williams takes his oath on the
ancient Canterbury Gospels, said to date from
the time of Augustine.

Photo: James Rosenthal/Anglican World


